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8 2 March 

mmmmi foe the eeccs© 


1» Major Hewn of the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, Intel- 
llgenca, US/S? called on the secure telephone and vcsjuQoted estimates of 
tM tons carried oa the Hanol-Dong Bang end the Haaol-Lao Cei railroad linen 
of north Vietnam during J$64 and I 9 S 5 . He said that these oe tias toa vere 
desired V the Secretary of the Air Force* 

2. I explained to Major Brore the difficulty of providing estimates 
cf this type. For example, we know that in 1964 the total railroad system 
carried shout 4*1 million tons, hut there la no solid evidence of the 
hreshtoa of thin tonnage by toaivlduol railroad lines, This allocation 
cays ha naido only by weighting the traffic on the various lines by economic 
activity and estimates of the movement of economic end military traffic. 
l?o date at sail are available tem, the Korth ViotSEBaeea on the total tons 
worried by the railroad during 1563 . Oar test estimate is that, in spite 
of the ta-ibing, tons carried held up very wall and amounted to about 3.7 
million teas or about 10 percent less than in 1964* IJsesured la ton h ll o- 
metera, hos« 5 vcr, the traffic moved was probably coasldet'ably balow 1964 . 

3* With this caveat, I provided Major £rew» vim the following ©oU- 

S3&1&£$ 



1964 

MS. 

Total Metric Tons Carried 

4,100,000 

3,700,000 

Tons Carried c© the He»oi- 
teo Coi line 

1,830,000 

800,000 

Percent of Total 

30 

21.5 

Toaa Carried m the Hanoi- 
long Sang line 

800,000 

750,000 

Percent of Total 

80 

20 
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k. la addition, I cautioned Major Braun that ha should act ha mislead 
r the eatinsted tonnages carried oa these rally cad lines, and conclude 
that the importance of the J&snol-Lao Cal line is equal to or greater than 
the Haeoi-Bong Baasg* I pointed ait that the Esmoi-Dona Dong lino is the 
principal land routs for the toport of seoaeraic sad s&litaxy goods frca China 
and the UQ2H, end furnished him with the following; estimates of import traf- 
fic oa th® Kaaoi-Dong Bang Mae* 


JS0L 19ft 


160,000 tons 


310,000 tons 


25X1 A 
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